[image: image1.jpg]RSSB:S




[image: image2.png]RISAS:

Railway Industry Supplier Approval Scheme




[image: image3.jpg]



	[image: image3.jpg]
	INFORMATION SHEET
	RISAS[image: image2.png]



WHEELSET SUPPLIER QUALIFICATION
This information is for:

· Wheelset suppliers (new and overhauled)
· Wheelset component suppliers
· Wheelset purchasers (new and overhauled)
Background

The rail industry’s regime for assuring the supply of wheelsets will change on 05 June 2010, in line with the withdrawal of Railway Group Standard GM/RT2470.

Wheelsets and associated components are single-point-failure, safety-critical items, and control of their manufacture and assembly is essential. Currently GM/RT2470 mandates that wheelsets and associated components shall only be procured from ‘approved’ wheelset suppliers.

GM/RT2470 is to be withdrawn because the risk it controls is a single duty holder responsibility, and therefore is outside the current scope of Railway Group Standards.  To retain the industry ‘best practice’ this has been captured in a RISAS briefing note BN-004 (RISAS M1A - Wheelsets and M1B - Wheelset Components).  The RISAS process will provide equivalent assurance when GM/RT2470 is no longer mandatory. 
Options

After withdrawal of GM/RT2470, ROGS will still require Railway Undertakings and their suppliers to exercise appropriate care when procuring wheelsets and associated components. 
Duty holders will have two options: 

· Use an industry agreed scheme (RISAS is currently the only agreed scheme)

· Undertake their own assessment of suppliers

Wheelset and wheelset component suppliers who are listed as approved under GM/RT2470 will have three options as they become due for surveillance or re-approval:

· Obtain a relevant RISAS certificate
· Restrict sales to customers who carry out their own assessments

· Undergo an equivalent industry agreed certification

Next Steps

GM/RT2470 remains in force until completion of the Industry Standards Change process but RISAS Certification for wheelsets and components is available now and, for the time being, suppliers with a relevant RISAS certificate are automatically added to the GM/RT2470 list that is published by RSSB. 

The programme for the withdrawal of GM/RT2470 is as follows: 
Consultation period
Oct 2009  (Complete)
Standards Committee reviews comments
Jan - Feb 2010   (Complete)
Document ceases to be in force
05 June 2010

Further information

For more information see RISAS Briefing note BN-004 which is available on the RISAS website (www.risas-online.org) or contact the RISAS administrator on +44 (0) 203 142 5376 or risas.admin@rssb.co.uk .
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